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overdue awakening to the reality that 
we are in strategic competition with 
the PRC, that Beijing will not magi-
cally conform itself to the so-called 
international community, and that 
these challenges demand fast and seri-
ous action from the United States and 
from our friends. President Biden and 
his new Cabinet must keep working 
with Congress to continue building a 
whole-of-government, whole-of-econ-
omy approach to checking China. 

We need Secretary Austin to keep 
focus on modernizing our forces, deter-
ring Chinese threats from the Indo-Pa-
cific to space and cyber space, sus-
taining robust defense spending, and 
investing in defense partnerships 
across the world. 

We need Secretary Yellen to keep fo-
cused on the coercive manipulation the 
PRC uses to ensnare the developing 
world in its orbit. 

We need Secretary Blinken to keep 
clarifying the China threat to our al-
lies and European partners, to focus on 
contesting their growing influence in 
Africa and the Middle East, and to hold 
Beijing accountable for its unaccept-
able repression in places like Tibet and 
Hong Kong and its hostility toward 
Taiwan. 

Now, we know China is not the only 
great power with whom we need to 
hang tough. In concrete policy terms, 
the United States just spent 4 years de-
veloping a more clear-eyed approach to 
Russia. Rather than chasing naive 
‘‘resets’’ with the Kremlin or worship-
ping arms control like a religion, we 
leaned into military assistance to 
Ukraine, serious sanctions, cyber coun-
termeasures against meddling, and 
other strong steps. 

The Biden administration will find 
willing partners on Capitol Hill if it 
builds on this process, keeps imposing 
real costs on Moscow, pushes back on 
expansionism in the eastern Mediterra-
nean, and, importantly, encourages our 
allies to join in this effort. 

Great power competition is key, but, 
of course, it does not exhaust the 
threats that we face. In the Middle 
East, I know President Biden will face 
political pressure from the left to re-
join Obama’s Iran deal, just as Presi-
dent Trump faced pressure from the 
right to abandon it. 

Had President Obama not tried to 
circumvent Congress and pursue a par-
tisan policy, this critical national se-
curity challenge might not have be-
come so polarizing, but that is where 
we are. 

There is no question that Iran is the 
biggest threat the United States and 
our partners face in the region. It poses 
threats beyond just its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons: sponsoring terrorism, 
its sectarian agenda, its work to under-
mine its neighbors’ sovereignty, its de-
velopment of ballistic missiles and le-
thal drones, and its appalling—appall-
ing—record on human rights. 

Confronting this multifaceted chal-
lenge will take bipartisanship at home 
and solidarity with Israel and our Arab 

partners abroad. Those things need to 
exist before making major changes or 
racing to rejoin a deal. 

And our new President must be ready 
to respond to violence with force, as 
the Trump administration did when 
they removed Soleimani from the bat-
tlefield. 

Speaking of the Middle East, I have 
consistently and vocally stood up dur-
ing administrations of both parties 
against withdrawing our limited forces 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Syria too rap-
idly or without a smart plan. A super-
majority of the Senate joined me last 
Congress in warning against abruptly 
abandoning battlefields recklessly on 
bad terms. 

Finally, all of this important work 
will require that we keep our friends 
close. The United States needs to be a 
partner that neither strains alliances 
unnecessarily nor hands out free 
passes. President Biden should con-
tinue prodding our partners to honor 
their promises, pay their share, and 
put real capabilities on the table—and 
reemphasize that we have their backs. 

One early test for the new adminis-
tration and congressional Democrats 
will be the defense budget. If President 
Biden and his team are serious about 
contesting China, Russia, and these 
other threats, they will need to show 
it. Without continued, robust invest-
ment in a modern global force pres-
ence, American leadership would be lit-
tle more than hollow rhetoric. 

I voted to get President Biden’s top 
foreign policy advisers on the job swift-
ly. I hope and expect that our shared 
work will lead to frequent, close, and 
bipartisan work with the Senate. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The majority whip. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 
January 27, marks an anniversary, in a 
way, of an event that occurred in this 
Chamber 3 weeks ago, an event on Jan-
uary 6, which some of us will never for-
get. 

We are in the midst of preparing for 
an impeachment trial of President 
Donald Trump for any responsibility 
that he bears for that day’s events. 
Some have said we shouldn’t do that, 
that we shouldn’t have an impeach-
ment trial. 

The former U.N. Ambassador and 
Governor of South Carolina, Nikki 
Haley, said in an interview on FOX tel-

evision it is time for America to get 
over it—get over it. She is not the only 
one who has expressed that point of 
view. 

I was in the airport in Chicago last 
week in a waiting area to get on a 
plane when someone seated nearby 
said: Hey, Senator, get over it. Let this 
President ride off into the sunset. 
Those were his words: Get over it. 

It is hard to get over it if you lived 
it, and many of us in this Chamber did. 

Last night, there was a vote as to 
whether we should go forward with the 
impeachment. All of the Democrats, 50, 
voted in favor of having the trial, since 
we received that Article from the 
House. Five—five—Republicans joined 
us. Forty-five Republicans voted to end 
the impeachment proceeding, voting in 
favor of the point of order that was 
raised by the junior Senator from Ken-
tucky. 

I don’t know what was going through 
their minds when they joined that 
point of order from the Senator from 
Kentucky. I don’t know if it truly was 
a constitutional issue they were think-
ing about, whether it was loyalty to 
Donald Trump, or whether it was fear 
of Trump’s followers in their home 
States that led them to vote to end the 
impeachment inquiry. 

But we should move forward. We 
should go forward, as Lincoln reminded 
us, because we cannot escape history, 
and we certainly shouldn’t be party to 
rewriting history. 

When almost 50 percent of Trump 
loyalists refuse to believe that the 
events 3 weeks ago in this Capitol oc-
curred or, if they occurred, that they 
had anything to do with President 
Trump, we need to make a record, a 
record of fact, not just for our current 
deliberations but for history. 

How can anyone who was in this 
Chamber on January 6 really argue 
that nothing critical and important 
and horrific occurred? 

Do you remember at 2:15, when the 
Secret Service went up and grabbed the 
Vice President by his arms and pulled 
him down, out that door, so they could 
take him to a secure place? We were 
stunned by that. I was. 

They told us to sit here. And do you 
know what I saw next? Two men, plain-
clothes security people—I don’t know 
what Agency they were working for— 
came right down here, right down in 
the middle of this well. Why do I re-
member that they were there? Because 
one of them had an automatic weapon 
around his neck, in the Senate Cham-
ber. 

Then we were told by a Capitol po-
liceman who stood in front of us: Sit 
down. Stay in your seats. We are bring-
ing in your staff and locking the doors. 
This will be a secure room. Then they 
closed the doors off to the public, and 
we sat here for a few minutes. 

And then the same policeman said: 
Leave. Evacuate quickly, out the 
doors. The crowd, the mob, was advanc-
ing and getting closer to the Senate 
Chamber. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:45 Jan 27, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27JA6.003 S27JAPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES160 January 27, 2021 
We went out the back corridor and 

down the steps. As you go down the 
steps, there is a window that looks out 
on the sidewalk near the Capitol Build-
ing, and I saw this mob coming at us 
with Trump flags and American flags 
and signs—coming right at us. We hur-
ried down those steps and through the 
long tunnel to, we hoped, a safe loca-
tion in one of the office buildings near-
by. 

I will never forget it. Do the 45 Sen-
ators who voted against the impeach-
ment trial last night still remember it? 
I certainly hope they do, and I cer-
tainly hope they can recall it as they 
watch the videotapes, the mountain of 
videotapes of what happened that day. 

And, of course, I hope we all remem-
ber what the Capitol Police went 
through. For those who say they love 
law and order, take a look at what 
they went through when this mob came 
after them. They were beaten. One 
gave his life. And we can never forget. 

So how did this come about? Was this 
just a spontaneous gathering of people 
who decided to come to Capitol Hill? 
Far from it. The President of the 
United States, Donald Trump, re-
quested his followers to come to Wash-
ington on January 6. Why did he pick 
January 6? Because the Constitution 
says that is the day when Congress will 
count the electoral votes and deter-
mine who will be the next President. 

And because President Trump refused 
to accept the reality of his loss on No-
vember 3 and continued in every imag-
inable way to try to change the num-
bers coming out of States like Georgia, 
he called his followers to Washington 
on that day and held a rally on the El-
lipse. 

We have a tape of that rally, and it 
should be part of the record as to what 
this President said to his followers who 
had gathered on that day, how his rhet-
oric inflamed them. We can see it. It is 
a matter of record. 

Then he pointed to the Capitol Build-
ing, this building, and told them to 
come up here. Why? Because we were in 
the process of counting the electoral 
votes, which would finally and con-
stitutionally announce that he had lost 
the election. It was his last desperate 
gasp to keep the White House, even at 
the expense of the Constitution and re-
ality. 

Then the crowd turned and advanced 
on the Capitol. We have seen those vid-
eotapes as well, as they overran the 
flimsy barricades that were set up in 
the hopes that they would discourage 
and stop them. And they broke through 
windows and doors, came into this 
building, invading it for the first time 
since 1814. 

It was 1814 when the British forces 
came into this building, burned it, as 
an invasion. Well, this was a new inva-
sion, an invasion by those who were ei-
ther inspired by this President or, for 
whatever political reasons, decided to 
try to stop this government. 

It is the first time that has ever hap-
pened since 1814. I will never forget it. 

I am sorry to say that the 45 Senators 
who said stop the investigation, stop 
the impeachment, may not have as 
clear a memory as I do. 

Each year, we have a commemora-
tion of George Washington’s Farewell 
Address, and a different Member of the 
Senate is asked to read it on the floor 
of the Senate. I have to tell you that, 
honestly, I don’t come to the floor and 
listen carefully. It doesn’t have the im-
pact it once had. It is a commemora-
tion which is honorific but doesn’t 
have the real power to create a mem-
ory. 

Doug Jones is a former Senator from 
Alabama, and he said on Martin Luther 
King’s birthday, or nearby, we should 
all come to the floor and hear a reading 
of King’s letter from the Birmingham 
jail, and I think that is appropriate and 
it is good. 

How will we remember and com-
memorate January 6? Maybe it is too 
soon to think about that, but how can 
we forget what happened that day? 
How can we possibly get over it? 

I don’t want to get over it. I want to 
face it squarely and honestly with the 
facts. History demands it of us. Those 
of us who are honored to serve in this 
Chamber bear a responsibility to keep 
the facts alive, not let those who wish 
to ignore them or rewrite history have 
the last word. 

We now have a responsibility to go 
forward with this impeachment trial, 
to make a record and decide as a U.S. 
Senate. We owe it to the people we rep-
resent. That is for sure. But, more im-
portantly, we owe it to future genera-
tions to show them just how fragile a 
democracy can be when a mob turns on 
the U.S. Capitol and tries to stop the 
business of this government. 

The good news is this. If there is any 
source of elation, it is this: We re-
turned to the Capitol that same day, 
January 6, and finished our business of 
counting the electoral vote. In the 
early hours of the morning of January 
7, Joseph Biden was announced the 
winner of the Presidency, and just 2 
weeks later—2 weeks later to the day— 
he was sworn in as President of the 
United States. 

Our democracy survived this mob 
that came forward in insurrection 
against our government, and we are 
now in the beginning of the second 
week of the Biden Presidency. He has 
spoken to the American people and 
told them we are going to come to-
gether; we are going to unify. Bless 
him for doing that. 

We owe him this opportunity. We owe 
it to our country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ROE V. WADE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, last Fri-

day, we observed the 48th anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade—the Supreme Court de-
cision that legalized abortion through 
all 9 months of pregnancy. It is a som-
ber day every year, as we contemplate 
the millions of lives lost to abortion 
since the Roe v. Wade decision. 

Gallup has been polling on abortion 
for decades, and if you look at the poll-
ing on the issue, one thing becomes 
clear: The majority of Americans do 
not believe in unrestricted abortion. 
Some believe that abortion should be 
completely illegal. Some believe abor-
tion should be legal under certain cir-
cumstances. But the majority of Amer-
icans do not believe in unrestricted 
abortion. 

Why is that? Why, despite the best 
efforts of the far left, do the majority 
of Americans think there should be at 
least some restrictions on abortion? I 
suspect the answer is that every person 
knows on some level that when we are 
talking about abortion, we are talking 
about a baby, a human being. It is not 
rocket science; it is biology 101. Human 
moms and dads have human babies. 
Take one look at an ultrasound, at a 
baby girl sucking her thumb or a baby 
boy kicking his feet, and it is pretty 
hard to argue that is just a clump of 
cells. 

I believe that is why, despite years of 
fierce abortion advocacy from the far 
left, the majority of Americans do not 
believe in unrestricted abortion, be-
cause they know—they know—the un-
born child is a human being, and they 
know a human being deserves to be 
protected even when they are small 
and weak and vulnerable—especially 
when they are small and weak and vul-
nerable. 

The truth is, advocates of abortion 
are fighting an uphill battle. It doesn’t 
always feel like that. After all, they 
have a lot of support from the enter-
tainment industry and magazines and 
media outlets and Democratic politi-
cians. The pro-abortion left has a lot of 
money. They have won too many vic-
tories, and too many babies have been 
killed. But despite their money and 
platform and advantage, in 48 years, 
advocates for abortion have not won 
their fight. They have not managed to 
convince anywhere close to a majority 
of Americans that abortion is an un-
qualified good and should be available 
unrestricted and on demand, and that 
is because, for all their advantages, 
they are fighting an unwinnable battle 
because they are fighting against re-
ality, they are fighting against truth, 
they are fighting against science, and 
they are fighting against the knowl-
edge that is written on every human 
heart, a truth that gets obscured but is 
hard to completely erase, and that is, 
every human being has value and de-
serves to be protected. 

Last week, I came down to the floor 
to praise President Biden’s call for 
unity, and I suggested that one way he 
could show that commitment was by 
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